
Sunshine in
Sanremo

With its terraces affording spectacular views across
the municipality of Sanremo, the Teatro Ariston provid-
ed a majestic setting for the official Opening Ceremony
of the 4th European Open Bridge Championships.
AnnaMaria Torlontano introduced the President of the
European Bridge League, Gianarrigo Rona, who wel-
comed everyone before formally declaring the Champi-
onships open.   
Earlier in the day, Sanremo followed the precedent set

by the previous editions of these Championships by
being bathed in sunshine. 

The EBL President Gianarrigo Rona opening the 4th European Open Bridge Championships

Issue No.1 Saturday, 13 June 2009

Saturday’s - Schedule

10.30-12.00 Mixed Teams Qualification (R1)

12.15-13.45 Mixed Teams Qualification (R2)

14.45-16.15 Mixed Teams Qualification (R3)

16.30-18.00 Mixed Teams Qualification (R4)

18.15-19.45 Mixed Teams Qualification (R5)

20.00 Captains Meeting
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Writer’s Cramp
by Mark Horton

The trouble with being a bridge writer, especially one
who is responsible for a daily column, is that it is all too
easy to overlook a point in any of the three elements, bid-
ding, play and defence. (If we happen to do that in the Bul-
letin, rest assured that anyone who can locate our well
hidden office will not hesitate to point it out.)  
This deal, from one of the major English national news-

papers, is a case a point:

Dealer North, All Vul.

[ J 5 3 2
] 10 7 4 3
{ –
} K Q 8 6 4

[ Q 10 [ A 8
] K Q 6 ] 9 8 5 2
{ Q 9 4 { K J 8 4 2
} J 10 9 7 5 } A 3

[ K 9 7 6 4
] A J
{ A 10 7 6 2
} 2

West North East South
Pass 1{ 1[

2} 4[ All Pass

West led the jack of clubs and declarer put up dummy’s
queen. East took the ace and switched to ace of spades
and a spade. Declarer won with the king and then tried a
cross ruff, but with neither minor dividing he finished one
down.

The correspondent rightly pointed out that if declarer
had played low on the opening lead he would have suc-
ceeded. West wins and say he plays trumps as before. Now
a cross ruff will see declarer ruff out East’s ace of clubs and
he will have an extra trick. 

One only has a limited amount of space, but nevertheless
it struck me a strange that the reporter didn’t mention that
having put up the queen of clubs declarer can later take ad-
vantage of the favourable heart position by simply playing
ace of hearts and a heart, subsequently establishing the ten
of hearts for a tenth trick. Equally surprising was the ap-
parent approval of the opening lead — if  West had led the
suit his partner bid then some precise defence would leave
declarer with no chance of making the contract.

Say declarer discards a club and after winning in hand
plays a club to the nine, queen and ace. East returns a low
diamond to force the dummy to ruff. Now, when declarer
plays a spade East goes in with the ace and plays a second
spade.
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Welcome Message 
from the EBL President

Maurizio Zoccarato, Mayor of Sanremo, distinguish guests,
ladies and gentlemen and my dear friends, on behalf of the Eu-
ropean Bridge League and myself personally I am very
pleased and honored to welcome you to Sanremo.
I wish to express my gratitude to the town of Sanremo,

Regione Liguria and Provincia di Imperia, the institutional
partners of the championship, for their great support.
I also want to thank all our sponsors through whose sup-

port and contributions we have been able to organize and
open the curtain on this event today.
A special thanks to the European Olympic Committees

and the Comitato Olimpico Nazionale Italiano through
whose excellent patronage we have been able to increase
the image of the championship once again confirming
bridge as a strong part of the Olympic Family as well as the
value of bridge as true sport.
Let me also thank the Organising Committee who have

worked with enthusiasm and professionalism to create the
foundations of what we believe will be another great Eu-
ropean  bridge event. The role of the Organising Commit-
tee has now been transferred to the Championship Com-
mittee and the Championship Officials who will, I am con-
fident, manage and run the event to the highest standard.
Last but not least I want to thank you, all of you, for coming

to attend the 4th staging of the Open European Bridge
Championship. The number as well as the global reach of the
participants is higher than we expected which again confirms
player support for this type of quality open competition.
I am confident that Sanremo will welcome and host  you

according to the high standard of its tradition, culture and
history and I trust that Sanremo will satisfy all of your ex-
pectations.
Now the stage is handed over to you, the players, the true

owners of this event and I am sure that once again you will
be proud to show the values of fair play, friendship, harmo-
ny, solidarity, rejecting any discrimination, which are within
sport in general and bridge in particular.
I officially declare open the 4th staging of the Open Euro-

pean Bridge Championship.
Enjoy your play and your stay.



3

4th EUROPEAN OPEN BRIDGE CHAMPIONSHIPS12 - 27 June 2009

When he is not taking photographs, or solving some com-
plex problem in the Bulletin office (making the Editor’s
mouse operational), Ron Tacchi manages to get in the oc-
casional game of bridge. A few years ago he was short list-
ed for the IBPA’s declarer play award, when he executed a
remarkable play against those redoubtable Italians, Parmi-
giano and Reggiano.
Having mysteriously failed to win, he recently produced

another brilliancy during a duplicate at his local club in No-
gent le Rotrou that might put him in to the winners circle:  

Dealer North, None Vul
[ 7 6 3
] Q 9
{ Q 8 3
} A Q 8 5 4

[ K J 4 [ 10 9
] A J 5 3 ] 10 8 4
{ K J 7 6 { 9 5 4
} K 7 } J 10 9 6 2

[ A Q 8 5 2
] K 7 6 2
{ A 10 2
} 3

West North East South
Cameron Tacchi

Pass Pass 1[
1NT 4[! All Pass

Showing touching faith in Ron’s redoubtable skills as de-
clarer North eschewed the more obvious double.
With an awkward lead, West tried the effect of ace of

hearts and a heart. Declarer won with dummy’s queen and
had to find a way to telescope his four potential losers
(two spades, one heart and a diamond) into three.
With a view to achieving some sort of endplay on West,

declarer cashed the ace of clubs and ruffed a club, felling
West’s king.
At this point, my finessing friend tells me that there is only

one route to success — yet Ron managed to find it without
the benefit of any extraneous aids.
He played the queen of spades out of his hand!
West won with the king, but was now in difficulties. A

diamond exit was out of the question, but declarer had
also worked out that either major suit would also be
fatal.
Say West exits with a heart, as happened at the table. De-

clarer won in hand, cashed the ace of spades, and played his
last heart. If West had been able to ruff he would be end-
played. As it was declarer ruffed, returned to hand with a
club ruff and exited with a trump to force West to lead into
the split diamond tenace.  
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Ron’s Vanishing Trick 
by Mark Horton

Ron Tacchi

Mixed Teams

We expect to play with 15 or 16 groups of 5 or 6
teams.
They will play a round robin with 10 boards in each

match.
The teams ranked 1, 2 and 3 will enter the Swiss A,

the other teams the Swiss B. They will then play 5
rounds of Swiss on the second day. From Swiss A 27
teams qualify for the Knock-Outs, to which are added
the teams 1-5 from Swiss B, to get 32 teams.

The Open Room is on the 2nd floor and the Closed
Room is on the 3rd floor.

Ton Kooijman

Notice from the
registration desk

On Saturday, June 13th, the registra-
tion desk will be open from 9.00 till
10.00 am for the registration of mixed
teams.
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BRIDGE SOFTWARE TO ANALYSE SITUATIONS PART 1
by David Stern

When I learned bridge some (ahem) 40 years ago, it was widely taught that you needed 26 points to bid and make 3NT
and 4]/4[ and 29 points for 5}/5{. But over the years a few things have happened to lower these benchmarks. The most
important is that the quality of declarer play has improved dramatically, so why therefore hasn’t defence equally improved?
I would love to be able to answer these questions and I certainly invite written submissions on the subject. 
However, in the meantime and to test the theory, I used a piece of software called Bridge Browser, which was written

by Stephen Pickett of Canada. What this allows one to do is to call up all of the results of millions upon millions of hands
played on OKbridge when the software was first developed and more recently on BBO and to statistically analyse them.
Further you can analyse by excluding players who do not have a particular rating. (http://www.microtopia.net/bridge)
So I called up ten thousand hands played over a period of time in 3NT at IMP scoring (this took the computer some

twenty hours) including doubled contracts, regardless of vulnerability, where the declaring side had exactly 24 HCPs
and found that the average number of tricks made when holding a combined 24 HCPs was 8.65. I can report that the
standard deviation of the number of tricks was a mere 0.01 indicating that the variances from this 8.65 tricks was
exceptionally low.
Some may say that bidding 3NT with a combined 24 count is therefore questionable. HOWEVER the average gain by

doing this at IMPs was 1 IMP, making it a very solid action indeed and if you don’t bid it then you will likely be a long-term
loser. This might seem like a small difference from the 26 points which we were taught. However, your side is now hold-
ing 60% of the points rather than 65% or 8% less.
As a further check I also ran three thousand hands with a combined 23  HCPs to see if there was a significant differ-

ence and there was. The average number of tricks was 8.25, but interestingly, even doing this gained 0.44 IMPs per board
on average. I don’t, however, recommend this as a long term strategy unless you are an excellent declarer player.
So just in case you haven’t been told today — bid’em up!!!!

ANALYSE THIS PART 2
by David Stern

I recall some years ago having discussions with Tim Seres about an auction where opener opens 1NT, responder trans-
fers and then bids 3NT offering the opener the option of 3NT, of four of his major. A further discussion involved whether
to play four of a major every time we were known to have a 4-4 major fit. On this theme Ron Klinger and I have been
engaged in a similar dialogue for some months now.
In these situations I like to refer back to my random hand generator and Deep Finesse to provide me with some clues,

which I would like to share with you. I ran 5000 hands, which is a sizeable sample, but one should bear in mind that the
analysis assumes perfect defence and perfect declarer play and some may argue about the ability to defend better against
no trumps than suit contracts.

North 15-17 1NT opening with 4-(3-3-3)   4[ makes 84% of the time 
South Game Values with 4-(4-3-2) 3NT makes 87% of the time

Note: where bridge writers write 4-(3-3-3) it means exactly four spades and the other cards in any combination of the
cards in bracket. So 4-(4-3-2) means 4 spades and the remaining suits in any form of 4-3-2

North 15-17 1NT opening with 3-(4-3-3) 4[  makes 61% of the time 
South Game Values with 5-(3-3-2) 3NT makes 75% of the time

So going back to the opening discussion, this analysis suggests that one should not convert 3NT to four of a major when
partner transfers and then offers a choice of contracts and you hold a 4-3-3-3 with three card support for partner.
Moving to perhaps the more obvious analytical conclusions:

North 15-17 1NT opening with 4-(4-3-2) 4[  makes 89% of the time 
South Game Values with 4-(4-3-2) 3NT makes 82% of the time

North 15-17 1NT opening with 3-(5-3-2) 4[ makes 82% of the time 
South Game Values with 5-(3-3-2) 3NT makes 75% of the time

So the summary is that whenever there is a possibility of a doubleton opposite a doubleton, four of the major is a clear
winner but very flat opposite an invite suggests a pass of 3NT to be best.
I guess that I could analyse the holding in the doubletons to make the analysis more meaningful but I’ll leave that one

for another day.
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What keeps us so deeply interested and committed to the
game of bridge? This is a question I am often asked by those
who don’t play or understand the game. One of the magnets
is the game’s its continual ability to surprise even those who
have been playing the game since before man landed on the
moon - that’s forty years for those of you too young to re-
member.
Just such a hand arose on board one of the last round of

the 2009 Cavendish Pairs. Sitting E/W were Jacek Pszczola
(Pepsi) and Sam Lev facing Charles Wigoder and Zia Mah-
mood. 
Levin/Weinstein were leading the event by the proverbial

length of the straight while Lev/Pszczola, who were running
second before this final session, were fighting for minor but
not insignificant prize money.
To set the scene for North’s ‘gambling’ opening bid I relay

the following conversation between Zia and the Tourna-
ment Director before the first session:

Zia: “My partner wants to play 2NT opening showing 12-
14 balanced — surely we aren’t allowed to play this”

TD: “I’ll just check”   ...... A few minutes pass
TD:  “No, Zia, I am advised that this opening is with in the

rules”
Zia: “No you don’t understand SURELY we can’t  play this

— PLEASE!!”

Dealer North, None Vul
[ 5
] Q J
{ J 8 7 6 5 4
} 10 7 4 3

[ K 10 9 4 [ A Q
] A K 9 8 2 ] 10 6 5 4
{ 10 { A K Q 3
} A K 8 } Q 9 5

[ J 8 7 6 3 2
] 7 3
{ 9 2
} J 6 2

West North East South
3{!! 3NT Pass

4NT Pass 5[ Pass
5NT Pass 6{ Pass
7NT Pass Pass Pass

I was BBO operating when this gem arose and thought to
myself that E/W would likely get to 7] and go one down
after North plays the ]Q or ]J on the first round and de-
clarer followed best practice with restricted choice and fi-
nesses the missing honour on the second round. 

But interestingly Lev/Pepsi got to what I realised was a
vastly superior contract of 7NT mainly as a result of
North’s ill-advised 3{ pre-empt, making it very difficult for
E/W to assess their heart fit.
“Vastly superior 7NT?” you might ask — with only eleven

tricks is that really so? Clearly if you can navigate the heart
suit for no loser you will easily make both contracts so that
would seem to make them similar. However look what
happens when you cash three spades, three clubs, three di-
amonds and one heart with this ending:

[ –
] Q 
{ J   
} 10 

[ – [ –
] K 9 8 ] 10 6 
{ – { 3
} – } –

[ J 8 
] 7 
{ –
} –

You will have gleaned that North started 

[ x 1 - known
] x 1 or 2 (or irrelevantly 3)
{ x 6 - known
} x 3 or 4

As a result, North cannot have a singleton heart and must,
in terms of relevant hands anyway, be 1-2-6-4. Pepsi did just
this and promptly cashed the ]K to bring home this excel-
lent contract. I wonder how many of us have imagined that
7NT can be much superior to a 5/4 fit — something that I
certainly found intriguing.
It is interesting to note that with 24 tables in play in what

most would regard as one of the toughest events in the
world:

7NT bid and made three times
7] bid and made once
7] failed four times
Small slam bid and made fifteen times
Other N/S -1400 presumably 3{ going six down

Such hands whether by luck or by science, are defining
moments for deciding who wins events like the Cavendish.
Lev and Pepsi finished fourth after a slightly below average
session but clearly this board was part of the damage con-
trol.
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The Fascination of the Game
by David Stern
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