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Championship Diary
Important Information

Players need to wear their badges all the time. They also are 
asked to respect the dress code.

During play the players are not allowed to smoke anywhere 
in the building. The only place where smoking is allowed is in 
the bar(s). 

The teams are not allowed to bring mobile phones or other 
electronic devices into the playing rooms. There will be a ran-
domly chosen table each round where all four players and 
captains/coaches are checked for this kind of equipment.

The VuGraph match will be played in the Intercontinental Hotel, 
with both tables on the second fl oor. All other matches are 
played in the Palace of Culture.  

The captain’s meeting for the open event will be held in the 
VuGraph theatre in the Intercontinental Hotel on the second 
fl oor. Starting time 11.30. 

There are no more than 4 spectators allowed at the playing 
tables in the open room. This includes the recorder, journal-
ists etc. 

Spectators have to enter the room before the start of the round 
and once having left the room are not allowed to return. In the 
BBO and Swan recorded matches no spectators are allowed. 

To enter the open room as a spectator a badge is required 
which can be obtained at the hospitality desk in the Intercon-
tinental Hotel. 

that was followed by terrifi c interpretation of the Beatles 
classic Yesterday. Having confi ded to the audience that 
nowadays he doesn't need to practice so much – he plays 
faster – he dazzled with a Brazilian Tango and then produced 
a stupendous series of variations on the theme of Beethoven's 
9th symphony. that involved Bach, the Turkish composer, 
Wolfgang Mustapha Mozart, Rossini, Chopin, Debussy and 
Scott Joplin.
He brought his bravura performance to an end with a bril-
liant arrangement of The Entertainer – which he most cer-
tainly was!

Radek’s keynote speach.
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Mr. Mayor of Warsaw, Mr. Vice President of the Polish Olympic Com-
mittee, Mr. Director of Sport of Warsaw, Mr. Director of Sport of 
the Region, Mr. President of the Polish Bridge Union, Authorities, 
distinguish guests, dear colleagues and dear friends, 

Good evening and welcome to Warsaw to participate in the 48th 
Prokom European  Bridge Teams Championships, almost 40 years 
since this event was held in Poland. In this year, 2006, the Polish 
Bridge Union celebrates the 50th Anniversary, the Golden Jubilee: 
a great event for a great bridge Federation, which achieved a tre-
mendous success both in developing bridge, thanks to a remark-
able schools bridge-teaching project, and in competing at the 
highest level in the World and European championships.

I am sure that,  with teams representing some 35 countries, this 
will be another  great bridge event,  thanks to the Polish Bridge 
Union and its President, my colleague and dear friend Radoslaw 
Kielbasinski, and the Organising Committee, led by Mr. Marek 
Zieleniewski, who have worked with such commitment, passion, 
professionalism and enthusiasm towards its success. To all of them 
go our most sincere thanks. We are also very grateful to the local 
Authorities for their signifi cant and essential contribution. and to 
Prokom Software Company and all our Sponsor-friends who have 
allowed us to organise this Championship. A special thanks to the 
AEGON Company which welcomed and hosts us in this Opening 
Ceremony.

At present we are living through a diffi  cult and troubled time in our 
history. The world is in turmoil, the 11th of September 2001 and all 
the dramatic consequences which resulted from it and continue 
to result from it daily, with a tragic escalation, which seems as 
dramatic as it is unstopable, have changed history, equilibriums, 
politics, economy, hopes and prospects. 

The peace, serenity, solidarity, common intent, which seemed an 
ambitious but obtainable goal for humanity, have left us open 
to the most wicked terrorism and fanatical egoism which have 

caused fear, uncertainty, 
economic recession, trig-
gering widespread reli-
gious, political and social 
confl icts.

Sport in general and 
bridge in particular are 
among the last bastions to 
stand up to these attacks. 
We play together, we com-
pete together, we interact 
with each other, rejecting 
any discrimination. I have 
just come back from 
Bankok where youth from 
Israel, Jordan, & +Paki-
stan played and enjoyed 
together, celebrating the 
Youth World Bridge Teams Championship.

This is and continues to be the true message of sport and bridge 
and we, all together, should do our utmost to ensure that this 
message is not in vain due to disruptive forces and misleading 
infl uences. This has to be and is our fi rm and resolute replay.

I am sure that, once again, this event will refl ect our way of being 
and thinking. Let me repeat that our motto ‘Bridge for Peace’, which 
is our fl ag, must fl y even higher.

Under these auspices I declare the 48th Prokom European Bridge 
Teams Championships offi  cially open.

Enjoy the Championship and your stay in Warsaw.
Un abbraccio to you all.

Gianarrigo Rona

Welcome Message From The EBL President

I warmly welcome the organizers and all the players who have 
come for the 48th European Bridge Team Championships which 
offi  cially start today in Warsaw.

It is really satisfying that the most important event in the EBL Calen-
dar, which at the same time is the qualifi cation event for the World 
Teams Championships, takes place – after 40 years - again in Poland 
. I have the pleasure to be the Honorary Patron of this Champion-
ship. The choice of Warsaw for the Championships is a proof and 
acknowledgment of the achievements of the Polish Bridge Union 
and for the many spectacular international successes of Polish 
bridge players who have been considered as top players since the 
early 70’s. The Gold medals of our University Team in Istanbul, our 
Schools Team in New York and the silver and bronze medals won 
by Polish teams 2 years ago in Malmö are good examples.
Intellectual battles  are one of the best forms of competition, 
and bridge takes a place at the peak of the sporting hierarchy. 

Bridge has already achieved Olympic recognition in its challenge 
to become an Olympic Sport. That may happen in 2008 during the 
fi rst “Intelolympiad” in Beijing. I am confi dent that the sporting ideas 
of competition will accompany all sportsmen and women during 
this Championship in Warsaw too.

This European Team Championship is the main international point 
of the 50th Anniversary of the Polish Bridge Union. I congratulate 
the Union on such a beautiful Jubilee. I thank the organizers of 
this Championship for their eff orts made in staging this prestig-
ious event. I wish the players success and satisfaction from their 
play, and I wish the kibitzers many emotional and truly sporting 
experiences.

Prof. Lech Kaczynski
President of the Republic of Poland

From Mr Lech Kaczynski
President of the Republic of Poland
Honorary Patron of the 48th European Team Bridge Championships
Organizers and Participants of the 48th European Teams Championships Warsaw 12-26 of August.

Dear Sirs,




