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SEMIFINAL A
seg. 1 seg. 2 seg. 3 seg. 4 imps

TENNIS CLUB PARIOLI ANGELINI 40 29 21 38 128

BAMBERGER REITER 47 25 31 21 124

SYGNITY AZS POLITECHNIKA WROC£AW 42 40 36 118

EKO-AL POZNAÑ 11 16 26 053

SEMIFINAL B
seg. 1 seg. 2 seg. 3 seg. 4 imps

BERGEN AKADEMISKE BK 38 28 12 25 103

FRANCE NATIONAL CHAMPION 30 21 42 28 121

BRIDGEFÉLAG REYKJAVÍKUR 64 15 36 47 162

DE BOTTON BRIDGE TEAM 01 53 42 25 121

SEMIFINAL C
seg. 1 seg. 2 seg. 3 seg. 4 imps

MODALFA 41 75 116

KELVIN AND MALONE CLUB 22 13 035

GAMAX 33 44 23 39 139

ÖRERBRIDGEN 44 25 31 30 130

Results – Day 3 – Semifinals

Semifinals Anna Kijas – BBO operator
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place imp/brd boards 1-1 1-2 1-3 1-4

01 Wojciech Olañski SYGNITY 0.85 84 +3 +15
W³odzimierz Starkowski SYGNITY 0.85 84 +3 +15

03 Lorenzo Lauria PARIOLI ANGELINI 0.83 148 +4 +10 +16 +18
Alfredo Versace PARIOLI ANGELINI 0.83 148 +4 +10 +16 +18

05 Andrei Gromov SYGNITY 0.61 084 +18 –2
Aleksander Dubinin SYGNITY 0.61 084 +18 –2

07 Jón Baldursson REYKJAVÍKUR 0.59 116 +27 +13 +21
08 Claudio Nunes PARIOLI ANGELINI 0.58 084 0 +1

Fulvio Fantoni PARIOLI ANGELINI 0.58 084 0 +1
10 Josef Piekarek BAMBERGER REITER 0.52 108 +24 0 +20 –18

Tomasz Gotard BAMBERGER REITER 0.52 108 +24 0 +20 –18
12 Gábor Winkler GAMAX 0.43 148 –5 +18 +4 +13

Géza Homonnay GAMAX 0.43 148 –5 +18 +4 +13
14 Leon Jacobs MODALFA 0.39 124 –6 +58

Maarten Schollaardt MODALFA 0.39 124 –6 +58
16 Adam ¯mudziñski SYGNITY 0.38 104 +29 +14

Cezary Balicki SYGNITY 0.38 104 +29 +14
18 Bjarni Hólmar Einarsson REYKJAVÍKUR 0.32 148 +56 –16 –19 +13

Sigurbjörn Haraldsson REYKJAVÍKUR 0.32 148 +56 –16 –19 +13
20 Andreas Kirmse BAMB. REITER 0.28 072 –4

Michael Gromöller BAMB. REITER 0.28 072 –4
22 Porlákur Jónsson REYKJAVÍKUR 0.26 136 +27 –33 +21
23 Marc Bompis FRANCE 0.25 136 –6 +24 +17

Jean-Christophe Quantin FRANCE 0.25 136 –6 +24 +17
25 Michael Elinescu BAMB. REITER 0.22 116 –10 –16 –1

Entscho Wladow BAMB. REITER 0.22 116 –10 –16 –1
27 Bj∅rn Olav Ekren BERGEN 0.07 096 +6 –14 –17

Bj∅rn Bentzen BERGEN 0.07 096 +6 –14 –17
29 Krzysztof Buras EKO-AL 0.06 136 –3 –18 +2

Grzegorz Narkiewicz EKO-AL 0.06 136 –3 –18 +2

Individual Butler Classification
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31 Peter Nordén ÖRERBRIDGEN –0.02 116 +8 +7 +10
Bo-Henry Ek ÖRERBRIDGEN –0.02 116 +8 +7 +10

33 David Burn DE BOTTON –0.06 136 +16 –13 –21
34 Georges Blumenthal FRANCE –0.07 044 +6 –6

Philippe Toffier FRANCE –0.07 044 +6 –6
36 Jeroen Bruggeman MODALFA –0.11 124 +20 +7

Gert-Jan Paulissen MODALFA –0.11 124 +20 +7
38 Arne Thomassen BERGEN –0.14 096 –6 +4 +14

Helge Hantveit BERGEN –0.14 096 –6 +4 +14
40 Sverrir Ármannsson REYKJAVÍKUR –0.14 044 –33 +13
41 Rex Anderson KELVIN & MALONE –0.19 124 +6 –7

David Greenwood KELVIN & MALONE –0.19 124 +6 –7
43 Albert Faigenbaum FRANCE –0.20 116 –4 +14 –14

Thomas Bessis FRANCE –0.20 116 –4 +14 –14
45 Christer Bjäring ÖRERBRIDGEN –0.20 064 +5 –18

Leif Svenzon ÖRERBRIDGEN –0.20 064 +5 –18
47 Marian Kupnicki EKO-AL –0.21 052 –29

Leszek Majdañski EKO-AL –0.21 052 –29
49 Nick Sandqvist DE BOTTON –0.34 148 –56 +33 +19 –13

Artur Malinowski DE BOTTON –0.34 148 –56 +33 +19 –13
51 Arild Rasmussen BERGEN –0.35 104 +6 –24

Thomas Charlsen BERGEN –0.35 104 +6 –24
53 Justin Hackett DE BOTTON –0.38 136 –27 –13 –21
54 Konrad Araszkiewicz EKO-AL –0.38 084 –15 –14

Krzysztof Jassem EKO-AL –0.38 084 –15 –14
56 Janet de Botton DE BOTTON –0.46 024 –27 +16
57 Jan-Olov Andersson ÖRERBRIDGEN –0.50 116 +4 –4 –13

Göran Petersson ÖRERBRIDGEN –0.50 116 +4 –4 –13
59 Gábor Macskásy GAMAX –0.90 148 –8 –4 –7 –10

Péter Lakatos GAMAX –0.90 148 –8 –4 –7 –10
61 Francesco Angelini PARIOLI ANGELINI –0.91 064 –24 –20

Dano De Falco PARIOLI ANGELINI –0.91 064 –24 –20
63 Ian Lindsay KELVIN & MALONE –1.51 124 –20 –58

Robin Burns KELVIN & MALONE –1.51 124 –20 –58

Individual Butler Classification – continued
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The last qualifying round did not produce
much drama, this time. In group B the
two leading teams played each other, but
their margin was so big that even a big re-
sult would probably not affect their quali-
fication. In group A, only a big win for Mo-
dalfa over Parioli would open up the race
for qualification again, as Eko-Al, 2nd at the
start of the round, were 5 V.P. ahead of Mo-
dalfa and about the same margin behind
Parioli.

As it turned out, both matches were decided
on a few slam hands.

Take for example board 7:

Open Room

West North East South

Dubinin Wladow Gromov Elinescu

1♦
Dble 1♥ Dble 2♣
2♥ Pass 4♥ All pass

At this table, we saw the normal contract
and result: one overtrick.

Closed Room

West North East South

Gotard Balicki Piekarek Zmudzinski

Pass
1♣ Pass 1♥ 2♣
2♥ Pass 2NT Pass
4♥ Pass 4NT Pass
5♠ Pass 6♥ All pass

The Germans were far more ambitious but
they justified their bidding in the play.

South led the ♣K to the ace, trumps were
drawn and a club was taken by South’s
queen. South continued a club to dummy’s
jack and Piekarek simply went on to cash
the ♠A and play a spade to the nine, an
odds-on line with the clubs 6-2. Twelve
tricks and 13 imps to Bamberg.

And another example:

A few boards from Round 5
by Jos Jacobs

NN

SS
WW EE

♠A Q 10 4
♥K Q 5 4
♦9 6
♣J 8 3

♠K 9 2
♥A J 10 3 2
♦A 7 3
♣A 4

♠8 3
♥8 6
♦K Q 4
♣K Q 10 9 6 2

♠J 7 6 5
♥9 7
♦J 10 8 5 2
♣7 5

Board 7
Dealer S
Vul All

NN

SS
WW EE

♠A Q J 7
♥J 7
♦A 9 7 6 5 4
♣A

♠K 9 2
♥Q
♦K Q 2
♣K 8 7 5 4 2

♠10 3
♥10 9 8 4 2
♦J 10 8
♣Q 10 3

♠8 6 5 4
♥A K 6 5 3
♦3
♣J 9 6

Board 13
Dealer N
Vul All
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Open Room

West North East South

Versace Paulissen Lauria Bruggeman

Pass 1♣ Pass
1♦ 1♥ 2♣ Pass
2♠ Pass 3♦ Pass
3♥ Pass 3♠ Pass
4♣ Pass 4♥ Pass
4♠ Pass 5♣ Pass
6♦ All pass

A natural auction to the best contract for
a well-deserved +1370 for Parioli.

Closed Room

West North East South

Schollaard Fantoni Jacobs Nunes

Pass 2♣ Pass
2♦ Pass 2♠ Pass

2NT Pass 3♥ Pass
3♠ Pass 3NT Pass
4♦ Pass 4♥ Pass
5♦ All pass

The Precision style approach did not make
it any easier for EW as responder’s suits
tend to remain in the dark. No exception
here and 13 more imps to Parioli.

Gromov-Dubinin showed the way in our
other featured match:

Open Room

West North East South

Dubinin Wladow Gromov Elinescu

Pass 2♣ Pass
2♦ Pass 3♣ Pass
3♦ Pass 3♠ Pass
4♠ Pass 4NT Pass
5♣ Pass 5NT Pass
6♦ All pass

3♦ showed the suit and the rest was much
easier.

Closed Room

West North East South

Gotard Balicki Piekarek Zmudzinski

Pass 1♣ Pass
2♦ Pass 3♦ Pass
3♠ Pass 4♣ Pass
5♦ All pass

After the jump to 2♦ one would expect EW
to reach their slam easily enough but this
was not to be.

So 13 imps to Sygnity as well.

The most remarkable auction occurred at
a table where East opened 1♣ and South
overcalled 1♦. After this, EW reached a
rather poorish 3NT against which North
duly led his fourth-best heart to give away
both the contract and the 13th trick.

The final scores in our two matches were
20-10 V.P. to Parioli and 18-12 V.P. to Syg-
nity. Nothing very much had happened; in
both groups the two teams leading after
Round 4 would go through.

Semifinals – Sygnity v. Eko-Al
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The first 12 boards of the semifinals proved
to be a very lively set. As many hands were
of interest in both the semis, the most
efficient way to report about it is to pre-
sent both matches simultaneously. So in the
story below we will switch from one match
to another at almost every board. For the
sake of transparency it should also be men-
tioned that this report is a combined effort
by your editors Peter (ther match) and Jos
(Polish match to be referred to as Sygnity
v. Eko).

Right on board 1, slam looked a good pro-
position on paper but game proved too dif-
ficult at some tables:

Open Room

West North East South

Gotard Angelini Piekarek De Falco

Pass Pass 1♣
1♥ Dble 3♦ 3NT

All Pass

Closed Room

West North East South

Versace Gromoeller Lauria Kirmse

Pass Pass 2♣
Pass 2♦ 2♥ 3♣
Pass 4NT Pass 5♦
Pass 6NT All pass

The Germans never introduced the spade
suit, instead they reached 6NT. Lauria had
to find the diamond lead to beat the con-
tract, otherwise the squeeze works on West.
A club was led, so would Gromoeller work
out the squeeze? No, he won the trick in
hand and played a heart up towards the
queen at trick two – and now the squeeze
tempo was blown away. One down; N/S –50.

To succeed you have to play a heart to the
king, East has to win his ace, and then West
eventually will be squeezed in spades and
diamonds.

Angelini and De Falco didn’t have any high-
er ambitions on this board and stopped in
3NT. That was worth 11 IMPs to Parioli
and a very good start for them.

The Polish match:

Open Room

West North East South

Buras Starkowski Narkiewicz Olañski

Pass Pass 1♣
Pass 1♠ 2♥ Dbl
Pass 2♠ Pass 3NT

All pass

The Semifinals – Segment 1
by Jos Jacobs and Peter Ventura

NN

SS
WW EE

♠J 10 9 6 3
♥4 3
♦K Q 8 7
♣6 4

♠—
♥A J 10 8 7
♦10 5 3 2
♣10 8 7 3

♠A Q 7
♥Q 9 2
♦A
♣A Q J 9 5 2

♠K 8 5 4 2
♥K 6 5
♦J 9 6 4
♣K

Board 1
Dealer N
Vul None
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South’s double was support, showing three
spades and the final contract produced 11
tricks when West led from his doubleton
heart. Sygnity +460.

Closed Room

West North East South

Zmudzinski Kupnicki Balicki Majdañski

Pass Pass 1♣
Pass 1♠ Pass 2♣
Pass 2♦ Pass 2♠
Pass 4♠ All pass

This contract, too, should be an easy
enough make but declarer did not take
the necessary precautionary measure. He
got a diamond lead to dummy’s ace and
immediately crossed to the ♣K instead of
cashing a top trump from dummy first.
Once the 5-0 break is revealed, you will
know that ruffing a diamond will produce
the game-going trick. His plan waso un-
block the clubs and play for trumps 3-2 so
after the ♣K he laid down the ♠K. from
now on, there was no way to recover: one
down and 11 imps to Sygnity.

Open Room

West North East South

Gotard Angelini Piekarek De Falco

1♥
2♣ All pass

Closed Room

West North East South

Versace Gromoeller Lauria Kirmse

1♥
Dbl Redbl 1♠ Dble

All pass

In the Closed Room Kirmse produced an
old-fashioned penalty-double over 1♠.
There is no play to escape for less than 800,
unless some help comes from above. Kirm-
se led the king of hearts then shifted to a
diamond through dummy’s tenace. Dec-
larer played low from dummy and North
won the king. Gromoeller continued in dia-
monds to dummy’s queen. Lauria hoped
to get some heart ruffs in dummy, so he
exited with a heart, but the defence won the
ace and then played three rounds of trumps.
South pumped on hearts and when the
smoke had cleared Lauria had only four
tricks in his basket: two club tricks, one
diamond and one trump trick. That was a
juicy 800 for the Germans.

NN

SS
WW EE

♠J 9 7
♥9 8
♦A Q 6
♣A K 10 9 3

♠10 8 5 2
♥7 6 5 2
♦J 9 8 2
♣8

♠K Q 6 4
♥K Q J 4 3
♦5 3
♣6 4

♠A 3
♥A 10
♦K 10 7 4
♣Q J 7 5 2

Board 3
Dealer S
Vul E/W

Semifinals – Bergen Akademiske BK v. France
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In the Open Room Gotard chose to come in
with 2♣ and also this contract went three
down, although undoubled, so that was 11
IMPs to Bamberg.

Open Room

West North East South

Buras Starkowski Narkiewicz Olañski

1♥
Dbl Redbl 1♠ Dbl

All pass

The same principle as in the other match
applied here: you say “double” when the
opponents bid your four-card suit after
partners redouble. The defence was easy
enough here too: ♥K, low diamond to the
ace, another heart to North’s ace, follow-
ed by ♠A and another. Down three, Sygni-
ty +800.

Closed Room

West North East South

Zmudzinski Kupnicki Balicki Majdañski

1♥
Dbl Redbl 1♠ Pass
Pass 2♣ Pass 2♥
Pass 2♠ Pass 2NT
Pass 3NT All pass

Balicki escaped when Majdañski did not
double 1♠ and 3NT was reached for a mere
+400 to EKO, another 9 imps away. After
3 boards, Sygnity led 20-0.

Another slam on the next board:

Open Room

West North East South

Gotard Angelini Piekarek De Falco

Pass 1♣ 1♠ 2♣
2♦ 3♣ Pass 3♥

Pass 3NT Pass 4♣
Pass 5♣ All pass

1♠ showed a two-suiter, either with the
black or the red suits. If Angelini wouldF. Angelini, L. Bove

NN

SS
WW EE

♠A 10 5 3
♥Q J 6
♦Q 5 3 2
♣10 5

♠J 4
♥10 9 8 7 5 2
♦J 10 9 4
♣Q

♠K 6
♥A K
♦7 6
♣J 9 8 7 6 3 2

♠Q 9 8 7 2
♥4 3
♦A K 8
♣A K 4

Board 4
Dealer W
Vul All

Semifinals – Bridgefélag v. De Botton Bridge Team
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have cue-bid 4♦ instead of leaping to 5♣
the Italians would have been playing in
slam. Now De Falco didn’t have any other
option than to pass. Would the Germans
find the cold slam?

Closed Room

West North East South

Versace Kirmse Lauria Gromoeller

Pass 1♠ Pass 2♣
Pass 2♦ Pass 3♣
Pass 3♥ Pass 3NT
Pass 4♣ Pass 4♦
Pass 6♣ All pass

Yes, they did. This bread and butter-auction
was worth 13 IMPs to Bamberg, who now
was leading by 24-11.

In the Polish match, however, they would
have nothing of it:

Open Room

West North East South

Buras Starkowski Narkiewicz Olañski

Pass 1♠ Pass 2♣
Pass 2NT Pass 3NT

Pretty straightforward and 12 tricks.

Closed Room

West North East South

Zmudzinski Kupnicki Balicki Majdañski

Pass 1NT Pass 3NT

Extremely straightforward and 12 tricks.

Open Room

West North East South

Gotard Angelini Piekarek De Falco

Pass
Pass 1NT Pass 2♥
Pass 2♠ All Pass

Closed Room

West North East South

Versace Gromoeller Lauria Kirmse

Pass
Pass 1♣ 1♦ 1♠
3♦ Pass Pass 4♦

Pass 4♠ All Pass

For some reason declarer in the Open
Room went one off in 2♠. With the spades
behaving it should be a case of guessing
the club suit – to make ten tricks... At the
other table, however, Kirmse got a diamond
lead to the ace and then he played a heart

Semifinals – Modalfa v. Kelvin and Malone Club

NN

SS
WW EE

♠K 10
♥J 9 6 2
♦J 4 3 2
♣Q 8 2

♠Q 9 3
♥A 7 5 3
♦K Q 7 6 5
♣6

♠J 7 6 4 2
♥K 10
♦9
♣A 9 5 4 3

♠A 8 5
♥Q 8 4
♦A 10 8
♣K J1 0 7

Board 7
Dealer S
Vul All
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to the king, which held the trick. Declarer
played a low spade from both hands, allow-
ing West to win the ten. A heart came to the
king on which declarer discarded a losing
diamond. East played a diamond, but dec-
larer ruffed then drew trumps. East won
the trump queen and forced declarer to use
his last trump by playing a diamond. At this
point declarer had to find the club queen,
otherwise he would go down three. Kirmse
therefore did well by playing the ace of
clubs then taking the finesse. That was a
worthy 12 imps to Bamberg, who were ahead
at this point by 37-12.

In the Polish match, game was reached by
NS in the Open Room easily enough after
the EW intervention.

Open Room

West North East South

Buras Starkowski Narkiewicz Olañski

Pass
Pass 1♣ 1♦ 1♠
2♦ Dbl 3♦ 4♠

All pass

What is more: declarer had been given a
clue as to the layout of the clubs, so in due
course he led the ♣A and finessed through
West on the way back. Of course, he had
established a heart trick first after West
led a diamond, even before playing ♠A and
another. Well done, Sygnity +620.

In the other room, the twosuiters came into
operation:

Closed Room

West North East South

Zmudzinski Kupnicki Balicki Majdañski

Pass
Pass 1♣ 1♠ Pass
1NT All pass

1♠ showed a red or a black twosuiter. Over
1NT, nobody had anything more to say.
On a club lead, declarer could not make
too many tricks and finished up with three
down. This –300 meant that Sygnity had
scored another 8 imps.

More German imps on the next board:

Semifinals – Gamax v. Örerbridgen

NN

SS
WW EE

♠9 8 3
♥J 8 7 6
♦A K 10 5
♣Q J

♠10
♥10 9
♦Q 9 8 7 6
♣K 9 7 5 4

♠A K 5
♥A K Q 4 3 2
♦3 2
♣A 3

♠Q J 7 6 4 2
♥5
♦J 4
♣10 8 6 2

Board 8
Dealer W
Vul None
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Open Room

West North East South

Gotard Angelini Piekarek De Falco

Pass 2♠ Pass 2NT
Pass 3♠ Pass 6♠

All Pass

De Falco took the chance that N/S would
have enough to be in the slam zone, but
there were two quick diamond losers. How-
ever, Piekarek didn’t find the killing dia-
mond lead, instead he led a club. Unless
the trumps are split 4-0, the only thing
declarer now has to do is to win a heart
trick in dummy and then ruff a heart. When
Angelini chose another line he went down;
N/S –50.

Closed Room

West North East South

Versace Gromoeller Lauria Kirmse

Pass Pass Pass 2♣
Pass 2♦ Pass 3♥
Pass 3NT All Pass

In the Closed Room Gromoeller was very
lucky that Lauria didn’t find the diamond
lead against 3 NT considering 4♠ is cold.
Lauria led a low club and declarer had ten
easy tricks; N/S +430 and that was another
12 imps to Bamberg.

Open Room

West North East South

Gotard Angelini Piekarek De Falco

5♣ Dble Pass
6♥ 6♠ Dble 7♣

Dble All pass

Angelini did well here as he really put
some pressure on E/W by opening 5♣.
Piekarek had an awkward decision but
finally decided to double for take-out with
his general values. Over Gotard’s 6♥
Angelini did well again as he introduced
his second suit – at the six-level! De Falco
corrected to 7♣ – a good sacrifice. E/W
would have recorded 1400 here but the
lead of the trump ace surprisingly
dropped partner’s king, so 1100 to E/W.
Would Versace-Lauria bid slam – and if
yes, on which level?

Closed Room

West North East South

Versace Gromoeller Lauria Kirmse

Pass 1♦ Pass
1♥ 2NT Pass 3♣

Dble Pass 3♥ Pass
3♠ Dble Pass Pass

Redble Pass 4♣ Dble
Pass 5♣ Pass Pass
5♦ Pass 6♥ All Pass

The redouble showed first round control
in spades. Versace gave 7♥ a thought for
five minutes or so. Finally he passed, since
he thought it would be too much of a
gamble to bid the grand slam. As the
cards lie, in 6♥ it is safe to cash the ace of
trumps then cross to dummy to play a
trump up. That was the winning line
Versace chose; E/W –1430 and 8 imps to
TC Parioli.

NN

SS
WW EE

♠9 8 3
♥J 8 7 6
♦A K 10 5
♣Q J

♠10
♥10 9
♦Q 9 8 7 6
♣K 9 7 5 4

♠A K 5
♥A K Q 4 3 2
♦3 2
♣A 3

♠Q J 7 6 4 2
♥5
♦J 4
♣10 8 6 2

Board 8
Dealer W
Vul None
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Open Room

West North East South

Gotard Angelini Piekarek De Falco

2♦ Pass
4♥ All Pass

Angelini led a trump and when declarer
took the diamond finesse the defence estab-
lished a club trick which gave them one
trick in each suit, just enough to beat the
game; N/S +100.

Closed Room

West North East South

Versace Gromoeller Lauria Kirmse

Pass Pass
1♥ Pass 1♠ Pass
2♣ Pass 2♠ All Pass

Lauria took ten tricks in 2♠, E/W –170 and
that was worth 7 imps to Parioli, who now
was trailing by 20 imps with two boards to
go in the first segment.

In the Polish match, both Wests bid 4♥
sooner or later after East opened 2♠ on his
twosuiter with a minor. When both Norths
(!) found the defence-killing lead of the ♦K,
both declarers had an easy road to 10 tricks.

The next board was yet another slam but
finding out about the maximum number of
tricks available was the real problem:

Open Room

West North East South

Gotard Angelini Piekarek De Falco

1♠
Pass 2♣ 2♦ 3♣
Pass 3♦ Pass 3♥
Pass 3♠ Pass 4♥
Pass 4NT Pass 5♣

All pass

6♣ is cold but Angelini was putting a brake
on here, as he did on board 4. N/S +400
turned out to be a good score when the
auction in the Closed Room was the fol-
lowing:

Closed Room

West North East South

Versace Gromoeller Lauria Kirmse

1♠
Pass 2♣ 2♦ 3♥
Pass 3♠ Pass 4♦
Pass 4♠ Pass 4NT
Pass 7♣ All Pass

NN

SS
WW EE

♠7 5
♥A Q J 10 8 6
♦A J 2
♣A 10

♠K Q 10 6 4
♥4
♦Q 9 5 4 3
♣5 3

♠J 9 3
♥K 7 3
♦10 8 7 6
♣Q J 9

♠A 8 2
♥9 5 2
♦K
♣K 8 7 6 4 2

Board 10
Dealer E
Vul All

NN

SS
WW EE

♠Q 9 8 3
♥J 6 5 4
♦J 9
♣8 6 3

♠J 2
♥Q 10 7 2
♦K Q 8 5 4 3
♣5

♠K 10 7 6 4
♥A
♦10 6 2
♣A K J 10

♠A 5
♥K 9 8 3
♦A 7
♣Q 9 7 4 2

Board 11
Dealer S
Vul None
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3♥ was splinter and it didn’t excite Gro-
moeller very much, but the rest of the
auction must have. 3♠ asked for key cards
in clubs, 4♦ showed three key cards, 4♠
asked about kings and 4NT showed the
spade king. Gromoeller knew they were
missing the king of diamonds but he
hoped that the spade suit would solve that
problem. If the black suits would have split
better this should be a decent grand slam,
but this was not the day, so one down, E/W
–50 and that was 10 imps to Parioli. 

Mainly the same problems in the Polish
match:

Open Room

West North East South

Buras Starkowski Narkiewicz Olañski

1♠
Pass 2♣ Pass 3♣
Pass 3♦ Dbl Pass
Pass Redbl Pass 3NT
Pass 4♣ Pass 4♥
Pass 4NT Pass 5♦
Pass 5♥ Pass 5NT
Pass 7♣ All pass

As we already saw,  this will work with ♠
3-3 or ♣ 2-2 so this time, one down was
the outcome.

Closed Room

West North East South

Zmudzinski Kupnicki Balicki Majdañski

1♠
Pass 2♣ 2♦ 3♣
Pass 3♦ Pass 3♥
Pass 4♥ Pass 5♣

All pass

Not a very ambitious effort, but at least good
for 10 much-needed imps back to EKO.

On the last board of this very lively set, a
double of the final contract gave declarers
a vital clue, which they did not always ex-
ploit fully:

Closed Room

West North East South

Versace Gromoeller Lauria Kirmse

1♥ 2♣ Pass Pass
2♦ 2♠ Pass Pass
3♦ Pass Pass 3♠

Pass 4♠ Pass Pass
Dble All Pass

Versace had the chance to pass out 2♠ but
when he didn’t N/S ended up bidding game
instead. The game is beatable on a trump

NN

SS
WW EE

♠—
♥A K 10 6 3
♦A Q 7 6 3
♣8 4 3

♠9 8 5 4 3
♥Q 9
♦9 5 4
♣Q 9 2

♠K 10 6 2
♥J 8 7 5 4
♦K J 8
♣7

♠A Q J 7
♥2
♦10 2
♣A K J 10 6 5

Board 12
Dealer W
Vul N/S

Semifinals – Sygnity v. Eko-Al
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lead (or the heart queen) but Lauria’s low
diamond gave declarer a chance. Versace
won the queen of diamonds, cashed the two
red aces and then played a low heart. If
declarer ruffs it with the seven of trumps
he will have an easy journey. Gromoeller
however chose to ruff with the jack follow-
ed by playing the trump ace, which gave
Lauria a trump trick at the end; E/W –200.

The winning line is to ruff with the seven
of spades and then play the two tops in
clubs followed by a club ruff, diamond
king and cross ruff to ten tricks. East
would have needed that six of spades in-
stead of the five…

Open Room

West North East South

Gotard Angelini Piekarek De Falco

1♥ Dble Pass 1♠
2♦ 2♥ Dble 4♠

All Pass

De Falco did not find the winning line
either (he was not doubled) and went one
off; E/W –100 but still 3 imps to Parioli.

The Polish match:

Open Room

West North East South

Buras Starkowski Narkiewicz Olañski

1♥ Dbl Pass 2♠
3♦ 4♠ Dbl All pass

On the lead of two top hearts, Olañski had
no problem whatsoever. He ruffed with
dummy’s ♠7, cashed the ♣AK and then
followed the line suggested above: a com-
plete cross-ruff in hearts and clubs, East’s
trump spots not being able to do any harm.
Sygnity +790.

Closed Room

West North East South

Zmudzinski Kupnicki Balicki Majdañski

1♥ 2♣ All pass

At the other table, declarer was not test-
ed. On the lead of the ♥Q and a spade
shift, ruffed by West, there were just eight
tricks for a score of +90 and a further gain
of 12 imps for Sygnity.

The scores after one segment from four:

Bamberg-Parioli 47-40 and Sygnity-EKO
42-11.

J. De Botton

Semifinals – Parioli v. Bamberg
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After the first segment, Sygnity had taken a
healthy lead against EKO, whereas the Pa-
rioli v. Bamberg match was wide open. As it
happened, Sygnity gradually went on to
increase their lead but the other match re-
mained wide open. In this report I will
therefore concentrate on the Parioli-Bam-
berg match, though some bits and pieces
from other matches will also turn up.

The first board of interest was #15:

Open Room

West North East South

Gotard Fantoni Piekarek Nunes

1NT
Dbl Pass Pass Redbl
Pass 2♣ Pass Pass
Dbl All pass

The weak NT was very well caught here
by the Germans but the defence was not
ideal so the contract was down only three
on a spade lead. Still +800 to Bamberg,
more than enough against their non-vul-
nerable game.

In the Modalfa v. Kelvin & Malone match
th Irish also adopted a weak NT, so the
auction at that tale was exactly the same.
When East led a heart the defence were
able, however, to come to all their tricks so
the penalty amunted to 1,400. Well done,
Jacobs-Schollaardt (the Dutch EW pair).

Back to Parioli v. Bamberg:

Closed Room

West North East South

Versace Wladow Lauria Elinescu

1♦
Dbl Redbl 1♥ Dbl
4♠ All pass

An unexciting 11 tricks for +450 and 8 imps
to Bamberg.

The next board was a cold 7♣ and also a
reasonable 7NT When EKO missed the
grand, Sygnity had inreased their lead by
11 more imps.

A remarkable board, though not in our
featured match, was #19:

The Semifinals – Segment 2
by Jos Jacobs

NN

SS
WW EE

♠K Q 7 6 3
♥K J 4
♦K Q 8
♣K 8

♠J 10 5 2
♥9 6 3
♦A 7 2
♣A Q 10

♠A 8
♥A Q 10
♦J 6 4 3
♣J 9 7 4

♠9 4
♥8 7 5 2
♦10 9 5
♣6 5 3 2

Board 15
Dealer S
Vul N/S

NN

SS
WW EE

♠K Q
♥—
♦A 7 5 4 3
♣A K Q J 10 4

♠A J 4
♥K Q J 9 8 4
♦Q J
♣7 6

♠9 7 2
♥5 3 2
♦K 10 8 6 2
♣3 2

♠10 8 6 5 3
♥A 10 7 6
♦9
♣9 8 5

Board 19
Dealer S
Vul E/W
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Both pairs reached 6♣ and this cannot be
defeated, not even on a spade lead. You
win, draw trumps, play a spade to dum-
my’s ace and run the ♥K, throwing a dia-
mond. North can win but has to bring you
back to dummy with any return. If he
ducks, you take a winning diamond finesse
later.

An excursion now to the match between
De Botton and Reykjavikur. After 12 boards,
the Icelanders led 64-1 but in the second
segment, the English eam had started a
rally. They were 25-1 up in this segment
when board 19 popped up:

Open Room

West North East South

Burn Haraldsson De Botton Einarsson

Pass
1♣ Pass 1♥ Pass
2♦ Pass 2NT Pass
4♣ Pass 4♠ Pass
6♣ Pass 7♣ All pass

What would you lead as North against
this auction? Almost anything will do...
When North could not resist temptation
and led the ♥A, declarer’s problems were
all over.

In the other room, it was a different story:

Closed Room

West North East South

Armannsson Sandqvist Jonsson Malinowski

Pass
1♣ Pass 1♥ Pass
2♣ Pass 2♥ Pass
3♦ Pass 3♥ Pass
4♣ Pass 4♥ All pass

After this one-sided auction, declarer made
11 tricks for a further 16-imp loss. The seg-
ment score in that match now stood at 41-1...

In the Polish semifinal, Sygnity duly reach-
ed 6♣ but EKO fell short at 4♥, losing
another 12 imps...

Back now to Parioli v. Bamberg again.

A remarkable contrast in bidding approach
led to a vulnerable game swing to Parioli
on the next board:

Open Room

West North East South

Gotard Fantoni Piekarek Nunes

1♠ 1NT Pass Pass
3♥ All pass

Ten tricks, Bamberg +170.

Closed Room

West North East South

Versace Wladow Lauria Elinescu

1♠ 1NT Pass Pass
3♥ Pass 4♠ All pass

Lauria jumped to 4♠ where Piekarek pass-
ed. Wladow led the !DA and continued the

NN

SS
WW EE

♠A K 10 9 5 4
♥A Q 10 7 3
♦3
♣J

♠8 7
♥9 6
♦Q 8 6 5 2
♣A 5 3 2

♠6 2
♥K J 5 2
♦J 7 4
♣10 9 7 4

♠Q J 3
♥8 4
♦A K 10 9
♣K Q 8 6

Board 20
Dealer W
Vul All
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♠Q but Versace won, crossed to the ♣A
and simply ran the ♥9. When this held, the
rest was easy.

Just made and 10 imps back to Parioli.

Slam time again on the very next board:

Open Room

West North East South

Gotard Fantoni Piekarek Nunes

1♣ Pass 1♠
Pass 2♥ Pass 2♠
Pass 3NT Pass 4♣
Pass 4♦ Pass 4♥
Pass 4♠ Pass 4NT

All pass

This smells like a slight misnderstanding
between the two Italians. Parioli +690.

The German Strong Club worked well:

Closed Room

West North East South

Versace Wladow Lauria Elinescu

1♣ Pass 2♣
Pass 4♣ Pass 4♠
Pass 6♣ All pass

4♣ was RKC in clubs and the play present-
ed no problems. Bamberg +12 imps to lead
by 28 now.

Parioli scored 6 imps on a better partscore
on 22 and then we saw yet another slam:

Open Room

West North East South

Gotard Fantoni Piekarek Nunes

Pass
1♣ Pass 1♦ 1♠
Dbl 3♠ Pass Pass
5♦ All pass

Nunes’ “ugly” overcall did its job as it creat-
ed unexpected problems for EW. Maybe, 3♠
by West has to show minors in an auction
like this...

Twelve easy tricks, Bamberg +620.

Closed Room

West North East South

Versace Wladow Lauria Elinescu

Pass
1♦ Pass 3♦ Dbl
6♦ All pass

NN

SS
WW EE

♠J 9 7 6
♥J 10 7 5 3
♦10 5
♣Q 4

♠Q 10 4 2
♥9 8 6 2
♦Q 2
♣10 5 2

♠5 3
♥A 4
♦J 9 4 3
♣A J 9 8 7

♠A K 8
♥K Q
♦A K 8 7 6
♣K 6 3

Board 21
Dealer N
Vul N/S

NN

SS
WW EE

♠4
♥A 5
♦A K Q 4 3
♣A K 9 8 3

♠K 8 2
♥9 4
♦J 8 7 6 5 2
♣4 2

♠J 9 7 6 3
♥K Q J 7
♦10
♣Q 7 5

♠A Q 10 5
♥10 8 6 3 2
♦9
♣J 10 6

Board 23
Dealer S
Vul All
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When Versace could open 1♦ naturally,
EW were bound to reach the slam, as you
can see from Versace’s rebid. Parioli +1370
and 13 imps back.

In the Polish semifinal, we also had a slam
swing on this board. Here are the two
auctions:

Open Room

West North East South

Buras Gromov Narkiewicz Dubinin

Pass
1♦ Pass 3♦ Dbl
4♣ Pass 4♦ Pass
4♥ Pass 4♠ Pass
5♣ Pass 5♦ All pass

Interesting to see that you CAN miss the
slam after a natural 1♦ opening bid.

Closed Room

West North East South

Olañski Jassem Starkowski Araszkiewicz

Pass
1♣ Pass 1♦ Pass
2♦ Pass 5♦ Pass
6♦ All pass

The strong variation of the Polish Club
made life easy for first East and then West.
Well bid!

The final board of the segment was a slam
as well. No swing in the Parioli-Bamberg
match but for once, a swing in favour of
the EKO team in the Polish semifinal.

Open Room

West North East South

Buras Gromov Narkiewicz Dubinin

Pass 1♠ Pass 4♠
All pass

The NS hands were not very suitable for
this way of bidding them. Sygnity +480.

Closed Room

West North East South

Olañski Jassem Starkowski Araszkiewicz

Pass 1♠ Pass 4♠
Pass 5♠ Pass 6♠

All pass

The EKO pair were on the brink of miss-
ing the slam as well when Jassem found a
neat solution. Ver well conceived and a de-
served swing in their favour.

The halftime scores: Parioli-Bamberg 69-72
and Sygnity-EKO 82-27.

NN

SS
WW EE

♠4
♥A 5
♦A K Q 4 3
♣A K 9 8 3

♠K 8 2
♥9 4
♦J 8 7 6 5 2
♣4 2

♠J 9 7 6 3
♥K Q J 7
♦10
♣Q 7 5

♠A Q 10 5
♥10 8 6 3 2
♦9
♣J 10 6

Board 23
Dealer S
Vul All

Semifinals – Sygnity v. Eko-Al
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Only 3 imps separated the two teams at
halftime, so we were all expecting a tense
3rd segment and that’s exactly what we got.

On the first four boards, nothing interest-
ing happened so the difference was just 4
imps in favour of Bamberg when board 5
appeared:

Open Room

West North East South

Gotard Angelini Piekarek De Falco

1♠ Pass Pass
Dbl All pass

An aggressive opening bid by Angelini got
caught by the Germans. If East starts off
wth his three top trumps, the likely
outcome will be down two but, under-
standably so, he chose a different opening
lead: a club. This ran round to the jack
and queen but now, Angelini could play
♦AK and ruff a diamond before dummy’s

♥Q lost to West’s ace. Back came a trump,
ducked to East’s nine, and East cashed
three more trumps before exiting with
another club. When dummy’s nine forced
the ace, the contract was just one down, a
possible good score with 3NT on for EW.
Bamberg +200.

Closed Room

West North East South

Versace Wladow Lauria Elinescu

Pass 1♣ Pass
1♥ Pass 1♠ Pass
2♣ Pass 2♥ Pass
4♥ All pass

Not surprisingly, however, Lauria-Versace
ended up in their decent 5-3 heart fit. This
got beaten quite easily when the defence
began with three rounds of diamonds. Bam-
berg +50 and 6 imps to lead by 10.

A few boards later, Elinescu found a fine
lead:

The Semifinals – Segment 3
Parioli v. Bamberger Reiter
by Jos Jacobs

NN

SS
WW EE

♠6
♥A 10 6 5 4
♦J 8 7 3
♣A J 7

♠A K Q 9
♥K 7 2
♦Q 5 2
♣10 4 3

♠8 7 3
♥Q J 8 3
♦6 4
♣K 9 5 2

♠J 10 5 4 2
♥9
♦A K 10 9
♣Q 8 6

Board 5
Dealer N
Vul N/S

NN

SS
WW EE

♠10 9 4
♥A Q 10 7 5
♦A 8
♣K 8 4

♠K Q 2
♥K 4
♦J 10 9 7 6 4
♣Q 10

♠A J 7 5
♥9 2
♦K 5 3
♣A 7 5 2

♠8 6 3
♥J 8 6 3
♦Q 2
♣J 9 6 3

Board 8
Dealer W
Vul None
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Open Room

West North East South

Gotard Angelini Piekarek De Falco

1♥ Pass 2♦ Pass
2♥ Pass 3NT All pass

When De Falco made the unlucky lead of
a low spade, declarer had been given a
chance to survive. Dummy’s ten won and
four rounds of hearts came next, North
winning his jack in the end. On a spade
return, the contract might still have gone
down but the actual return of the ♦Q
solved declarer’s problems. Ten tricks in
the end, Bamberg +430.

Closed Room

West North East South

Versace Wladow Lauria Elinescu

1♥ Pass 2♦ Pass
2♠ Pass 2NT Pass

3NT All pass

Elinescu led the ♥9 to the ten, jack and
king. Lauria now put his money on the
diamonds, playing the ♦J to the ace and
continuing the suit. North won the queen
and led a spade to Lauria’s king, Elinescu
smoothly playing low, of course. Another
diamond went to South’s king and back
came a heart to dummy. Lauria had to
guess now how to get back to his hand. A
club to the 10 would have worked but a
spade to the queen did not. The defenders
now had three spades, two diamonds and
the ♣A for down two, +100 to Bamberg
and 11 imps to lead by 21.

Two boards later, we saw the biggest swing
so far in the match and it went to Rome:

Open Room

West North East South

Gotard Angelini Piekarek De Falco

Pass 1♣
2♦ Dbl Pass 3♣

Pass 4♣ Pass 4♦
Pass 6♣ All pass

The 4♦ cue was all Angelini needed, hold-
ing two aces himself. When East split his
heart honours in the second round of the
suit, declarer was home and dry for a fine
+1370.

Please note that the 2♦ overcall was in-
effective.

Closed Room

West North East South

Versace Wladow Lauria Elinescu

Pass 1♣
4♦ Dbl Pass 4NT

Pass 5♦ Pass 5♥
Pass 6♥ All pass

After the strong club the bold 4♦ bid
proved effective here when the Germans

NN

SS
WW EE

♠J 9 7 4 3
♥3
♦K 10 8 7 6 5 3
♣—

♠Q 10 6
♥Q J 8 7 2
♦9 4
♣6 5 4

♠K 8
♥K 9 5
♦A Q
♣A K 9 8 7 3

♠A 5 2
♥A 10 6 4
♦J 2
♣Q J 10 2

Board 10
Dealer E
Vul All
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managed to find a 3-4 fit instead of sett-
ling for their 6-4 fit. Down two and a tre-
mendous swing of 17 imps to Parioli to re-
duce the deficit to just 8 imps again.

In another match, NS showed how to cope
with a 4♦ overcall:

West North East South

Burn Baldursson Hackett Armannsson

Pass 1♣
4♦ Dbl Pass 5♣

Pass 6♣ All pass

If you are not yet convinced, look at how
they bid at the other table in this same
match:

West North East South

Einarsson Sandqvist Haraldsson Malinowski

Pass 1♣
4♦ Dbl Pass 6♣

All pass

No swing.

On board 11, De Falco judged well when
he did not take the save with neither side
vulnerable and gained 2 more imps but on
the last board, he was a trifle unlucky:

Open Room

West North East South

Gotard Angelini Piekarek De Falco

1♦ 1♥ 2♣ 4♠
Pass Pass Dbl All pass

Had the heart finesse been right, this might
have been a different story, though West
would certainly have led a trump after, or
even before, seeing dummy.

When west cashed two diamonds before
leading a trump De Falco escaped with just
one down for a loss of 200.

Closed Room

West North East South

Versace Wladow Lauria Elinescu

1♦ 1♥ 2♣ 3♠
4♦ All pass

A trump lead might well have beaten 3♠
but Versace persisted with diamonds in-
stead.

Down two when a third round of spades
promoted a second trump trick for the
defence, after the heart ruff. Bamberg
another +100 for 7 imps and a lead of 13
with just 12 boards to play.

The final segment of this match looked as
exciting a prospect as last year in Rome...

NN

SS
WW EE

♠10 6
♥J 8 5
♦A K Q 9 7 6
♣K 2

♠9 4
♥K 10 3 2
♦8
♣A J 9 8 6 5

♠A Q J 7 5 3 2
♥4
♦J 4 3 2
♣Q

♠K 8
♥A Q 9 7 6
♦10 5
♣10 7 4 3

Board 12
Dealer W
Vul N/S

Semifinals – Parioli v. Bamberg
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Alfredo Versace is regarded by many as
one of the best experts in the declarer
play in the world. Among other things, he
was awarded the IBPA prize for the best
declarer play of 2006.

In one of the matches of the robin round of
European Champions Cup, between Tennis
Club Parioli Angelini and Eko-Al Poznañ,
he showed that his card reading skills and
finding the clues from opponents’ plays re-
present the highest level. Let’s look…

Board 16, WE vulnerable. Dealer West. The
bidding went:

W N E S

Versace Narkiewicz Lauria Buras

1BA Pass 1)2♥1) Pass
2♠ Pass 2)3♦2) Pass

3)4♦3) Pass 4♠ All pass

1) transfer for spades
2) 4+clubs, game forcing
3) fit in spades, great fit in clubs, maximum

Narkiewicz led ♣2:

To the low club, played from the dummy,
South followed with 7. Versace took the
trick with the jack, and trying to cut the

communication between the defenders,
played the ♦K. N took the trick with the
ace and played another club, ruffed by
South with the trump six. After ruff South
exited with the ♦Q. Declarer ruffed in
dummy, entered the hand with the heart
ace, reaching the following ending:

Now Versace played a trump. N followed the
suit with three, and the moment of truth
came…

What to do? Declarer tried to find the clues
leading to the right solution.

North, a very good player, led a club – the
suit which was mentioned as the second
source of the tricks of the declarer. It is
unusal lead. The player must have a signi-

Tough game
by Marek Wójcicki

NN

SS
WW EE

♠10 5 2
♥A 10 6
♦K 6
♣A K D W 6

♠KW 8 7 4
♥KW 7
♦2
♣9 5 4 3

Versace

NN

SS
WW EE

♠10 5 2
♥10 6
♦—
♣K D W

♠KW 8 7
♥KW
♦—
♣9 5

Versace

Alfredo Versace
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ficant reason to throw up the red suit lead
after such a bidding. The opponnents can
take easy 10 tricks in black suits while the
defenders can make an effort to cash four
tricks earlier.

Club lead is obviously done for a ruff. By
the leader, or by his partner. Here the
declarer saw, that the club was led to give
partner a ruff. Such choice of a lead with-
out trump control usually is discarded at
first view. So there is strong reason to be-
lieve that North has the trump ace.

Following this way, Versace played from
dummy the king! And he could be satisfied,
when the queen appeared from South…

Now the contract was brought home.

Look at the complete hand:

NN

SS
WW EE

♠10 5 2
♥A 10 6
♦K 6
♣A K D W 6

♠KW 8 7 4
♥KW 7
♦2
♣9 5 4 3

♠D 6
♥D 9 5 3
♦D W 9 8 7 4
♣7

♠A 9 3
♥8 4 2
♦A 10 5 3
♣10 8 2

Board 16
Dealer W
Vul W/E

Takim komentarzem niejednokrotnie oce-
niam swoje walki z par¹ Wojtek Olañski–
W³odek Starkowski. Grywamy ju¿ od
…dziestu lat (a¿ strach pomyœleæ, co by
tam trzeba wstawiæ z przodu), niejedno-
krotnie razem, niejednokrotnie przeciwko
sobie i m³odsi gracze stwierdzaj¹ z przek¹-
sem, ¿e to okreœlenie jest w³aœciwe. A wy-
daje mi siê, ¿e para Olañski–Starkowski
jest u nas niedoceniana. W dru¿ynie klu-
bowej pozostaj¹ w cieniu superpary Balic-
ki–¯mudziñski, z ró¿nych wzglêdów od kil-
ku lat nie pretenduj¹ do reprezentacji.
A tymczasem… Wystarczy popatrzeæ na
klasyfikacjê Butlera (piszê te s³owa po III
segmencie pó³fina³u), w której wyraŸnie
prowadz¹. A stawka w Butlerze niezgorsza
– Fantoni–Nunes, Lauria–Versace, Balic-
ki–¯mudziñski, Gromow–Dubinin… Mo¿-

na by tê wyliczankê kontynuowaæ, ale nie
ma to sensu.

Doskona³¹ ilustracj¹ tego, sk¹d bierze siê
ten wynik, jest ich gra w pó³finale przeciw-
ko dru¿ynie Eko-Al. Popatrzmy, jak rozpo-
cz¹³ siê mecz na ich stole:

Bryd¿yk starszych panów?
Marek Wójcicki

NN

SS
WW EE

♠W 10 9 6 3
♥4 3
♦K D 8 7
♣6 4

♠—
♥AW 10 8 7
♦10 5 3 2
♣10 8 7 3

♠A D 7
♥D 9 2
♦A
♣A D W 9 5 2

♠K 8 5 4 2
♥K 6 5
♦W 9 6 4
♣K

Rozd. 1
N, nikt
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Pokój otwarty

W N E S

Buras Starkowski Narkiewicz Olañski

pas pas 1♣
pas 1♠ 2♥ 1)ktr.1)

pas 2♠ pas 3BA
…pas…

1) kontra-fit

Olañski–Starkowski doszli tutaj do dosko-
na³ego kontraktu 3BA, omijaj¹c rafê mo-
delowej, oœmioatutowej koñcówki w kolor
starszy. 3BA jest tu kontraktem „wysoko-
procentowym”. Bez wistu w karo jest 9 lew
na „asy i króle”, a po wiœcie karowym trze-
ba zastaæ podzia³ trefli nie gorszy ni¿ 4-2
(ewentualnie singlow¹ dziesi¹tkê) lub pi-
ków 3-2. Na pewno znacz¹cy udzia³ w dro-
dze do tego sukcesu licytacyjnego mia³o
ostre wejœcie Narkiewicza 2♥, które umo¿-
liwi³o w³aœciwa ocenê wartoœci kierowych
i zdyskontowanie wartoœci króla trefl (3BA
silnie sugerowa³o kartê z treflami). 3BA,
po ataku kierowym, zakoñczy³o siê dwiema
nadróbkami.

Na drugim stole para NS szybko dosz³a do
koñcówki pikowej:

Pokój zamkniêty

W N E S

¯mudziñski Kupnicki Balicki Majdañski

pas pas 1♣
pas 1♠ pas 1)2♣1)

pas 2)2♦2) pas 2♠
pas 4♠ pas…

1) 15+PC, 5+?
2) sztuczny forsing do dogranej

Ten kontrakt by³ znacznie gorszy od 3BA
Olañskiego ze Starkowskim. A przy po-
dziale pików 5-0 by³ bez szans. Bez jednej
i 10 imp dla Sygnity.

W rozdaniu trzecim „starsi panowie dwaj”
znów wykazali siê lepsz¹ ocen¹ karty ni¿ pa-
ra z drugiego sto³u:

W rozdaniu tym na obu sto³ach gracze W,
mimo niekorzystnych za³o¿eñ, zdecydowali
siê, niezbyt modelowo, skontrowaæ otwar-
cie S 1♥:

Pokój otwarty

W N E S

Buras Starkowski Narkiewicz Olañski

1♥
ktr. rktr. 1♠ ktr.

…pas…

NN

SS
WW EE

♠W 9 7
♥9 8
♦A D 6
♣A K 10 9 3

♠10 8 5 2
♥7 6 5 2
♦W 9 8 2
♣8

♠K D 6 4
♥K D W 4 3
♦5 3
♣6 4

♠A 3
♥A 10
♦K 10 7 4
♣D W 7 5 2

Rozd. 3
S, WE

W. Olañski, K. Buras, W. Starkowski, G. Narkiewicz
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Obrona by³a bezlitosna: Wojtek wyszed³
królem kier, a po wziêciu lewy zagra³ w ka-
ro. Rozgrywaj¹cy pobi³ w stole asem i za-
gra³ w kiera. Starkowski wzi¹³ na asa, za-
gra³ asa atu i powtórzy³ pika. S wzi¹³ na da-
mê, œci¹gn¹³ jeszcze króla atu i zacz¹³ graæ
kiery. W ten sposób skoñczy³o siê wpadk¹
bez trzech – 800 dla NS.

Na drugim stole, po identycznym pocz¹t-
ku, S nie skontrowa³ rozpaczliwego odej-
œcia, jakim ratowa³ siê Balicki:

Pokój zamkniêty

W N E S

¯mudziñski Kupnicki Balicki Majdañski

1♥
ktr. rktr. 1♠ pas
pas 2♣ pas 2♥
pas 2♠ pas 2BA
pas 3BA …pas…

Swoje, 9 imp dla Sygnity.

Kolejna szansa na wykazanie siê, zarówno
w licytacji, jak i w rozgrywce, nadesz³a kil-
ka rozdañ póŸniej:

Pokój otwarty

W N E S

Buras Starkowski Narkiewicz Olañski

pas
pas 1♣ 1♦ 1♠
2♦ 1)ktr.1) 3♦ 4♠

…pas…
1) kontra-fit

Olañski nie zdecydowa³ siê na otwarcie 2♠
(to bryd¿yk starszych panów w dobrym te-
go s³owa znaczeniu – po partii, cienkie ko-
lory w³asne, coœ w kierach…), ale potem
„poprawi³ siê w siodle” i, po wskazaniu
przez partnera fitu pikowego, zalicytowa³
koñcówkê.

W zaatakowa³ dwójk¹ karo. Ze sto³u as, od
E siódemka (to potwierdzi³o rozk³ad kar –
4 u W, 5 u E). Teraz kier – od E trójka, z rê-
ki król, od W – dwójka (to potwierdzi³o su-
gerowany licytacj¹ podzia³ kierów 4-4). Te-
raz pik do asa i pik z powrotem. Wojtek za-
konotowa³ od W dziesi¹tkê… Zagrane te-
raz karo Olañski przebi³ w rêce, zgra³ asa
trefl i zaimpasowa³ trefle dziesi¹tk¹ (uk³ad

NN

SS
WW EE

♠K 10
♥W 9 6 2
♦W 4 3 2
♣D 8 2

♠D 9 3
♥A 7 5 3
♦K D 7 6 5
♣6

♠W 7 6 4 2
♥K 10
♦9
♣A 9 5 4

♠A 8 5
♥D 8 4
♦A 10 8
♣KW 10 7

Rozd. 7
S, obie

Wojtek Olañski
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E 3-4-5-1 wynika³ zarówno z licytacji – by³a
ma³a szansa, aby powiedzia³ on 3♦ z 2-4-5-
2, a uprawdopodobnia³ to jeszcze przebieg
rozegrania pików). W ten sposób licytacja
i rozgrywka zosta³y zwieñczone sukcesem.

Na drugim stole para Eko-Al okaza³a siê
zupe³nie nieprzygotowana na obronê sto-
sowan¹ przez parê Balicki–¯mudziñski po
otwarciu 1♣ ze Wspólnego Jêzyka (system
Lambda):

Pokój zamkniêty

W N E S

¯mudziñski Kupnicki Balicki Majdañski

pas
pas 1♣ 1)1♠1) ?pas?
1BA pas pas ?pas?

1) co najmniej 5-4 w kolorach czerwonych lub czarnych

Ten „kontrakt” zakoñczy³ siê wpadk¹ bez
trzech, za 300. Ale dru¿yna Sygnity zaro-
bi³a tu kolejne 8 imp.

No i ostatnie rozdanie pierwszego segmentu:

Pokój otwarty

W N E S

Buras Starkowski Narkiewicz Olañski

1♥ ktr. pas 2♠
3♦ 4♠ ?ktr.? …pas…

Narkiewicz da³ kontrê, delikatnie mówi¹c,
ma³o uzasadnion¹… Do akcji przyst¹pi³
Wojtek Olañski: Buras zaatakowa³ asem
kier. Narkiewicz do³o¿y³ w tej lewie damê.
Buras powtórzy³ kiery królem. Rozgrywaj¹-
cy przebi³ w stole siódemk¹ atu. Z posiada-
nej si³y bez trudu wywnioskowa³, ¿e jedy-
nym uzasadnieniem dla kontry mog³o byæ
piêæ atutów… W zwi¹zku z tym, nie rusza-
j¹c pików, zagra³ asa, a potem króla trefl

i przebi³ trefla w rêce dwójk¹ pik. Teraz
przebi³ w stole kiera i zagra³ fortê trefl. E
przebi³ ósemk¹ atu. Wojtek nadbi³ dziesi¹t-
k¹, ponownie przebi³ w stole kiera, i znów
trefl… WE z³o¿yli karty i para Sygnity za-
pisa³a sobie +790. 

A na drugim stole, po identycznym otwarciu
W, N wszed³ proste 2♣… E i S spasowali,
a Adam ¯mudziñski jest zbyt dobrym gra-
czem, aby z trójk¹ trefli ulec pokusie zg³o-
szenia drugiego koloru, nawet piêciokarto-
wego…

Pokój zamkniêty

W N E S

¯mudziñski Kupnicki Balicki Majdañski

1♥ ?2♣? pas…

NN

SS
WW EE

♠—
♥A K 10 6 3
♦A D 7 6 3
♣8 4 3

♠9 8 5 4 3
♥D 9
♦9 5 4
♣D 9 2

♠K 10 6 2
♥W 8 7 5 4
♦KW 8
♣7

♠A D W 7
♥2
♦10 2
♣A KW 10 6 5

Rozd. 12
W, NS

W³odek Starkowski
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Ten skromny kontrakt zosta³ zrealizowany,
ale dru¿yna Sygnity zarobi³a kolejne 12 imp.

¯e ¿ycie nie jest bajk¹, nasi bohaterowie
mogli przekonaæ siê w rozdaniu 11 tego seg-
mentu:

Para Eko-Alu utknê³a w koñcówce:

Pokój zamkniêty

W N E S

¯mudziñski Kupnicki Balicki Majdañski

1♠
pas 2♣ 2♦ 3♣
pas 3♦ pas 3♥
pas ?4♥? pas 5♣

…pas…

Wydaje siê, ¿e nast¹pi³o tu nieporozumie-
nie co do znaczenia odzywki 3♥… czy¿by
4♥ by³o propozycj¹ kontraktu? Majdañski
prawdopodobnie przyj¹³ to za cue bid, i z je-
go pozycji do oddania by³y co najmniej dwa
kara. W zwi¹zku z tym zalicytowa³ 5♣. Tym
razem „umiar” zosta³ nagrodzony, bo Olañ-
ski–Starkowski doszli do wielkiego szlema.

7♣ jest niez³ym kontraktem – do jego wy-
grania wystarcza podzia³ trefli 2-2 przy pi-
kach nie gorzej ni¿ 4-2 (przy 5-1 jest jesz-
cze szansa ♥DW10), a przy podziale trefli
3-1 piki musz¹ byæ 3-3 (b¹dŸ DW sec). Ile

to procent? Nie jestem bieg³ym procent-
mistrzem, chocia¿ podczas studiów by³em
na praktyce w cukrowni, ale chyba oko³o
60, co jak najbardziej uzasadnia jego zali-
cytowanie. Popatrzmy na sekwencjê, która
do niego doprowadzi³a:

Pokój otwarty

W N E S

Buras Starkowski Narkiewicz Olañski

1♠
pas 2♣ pas 1)3♣1)

pas 3♦ ktr. pas
pas 2)rktr.2) pas 3BA
pas 4♣ pas 4♥
pas 4BA pas 3)5♦3)

pas 4)5♥4) pas 5BA
pas 7♣ …pas…

1) nadwy¿kowe
2) as karo
3) 4 wartoœci z 5
4) pytanie o króle

Starkowski doceni³ walory swojej karty –
pi¹ty trefl, as pik i ruszy³ ostro do przodu,
pomimo „doty³owego” 3BA Wojtka. Potem,
w œwietle otrzymanych informacji, jedynym
ryzykiem by³o zastanie u partnera króla ka-
ro, a nie króla pik. Ale pas po kontrze na 3♦
wyklucza³ wartoœci w tym kolorze. Wobec
tego król pik by³ pewny, a szlem nie móg³
byæ gorszy ni¿ by³ w rzeczywistoœci. A prze-
cie¿ partner móg³ mieæ jeszcze damê pik al-
bo kier… Wtedy szlem by³by praktycznie
z góry. A tak, przy niesprzyjaj¹cych podzia-
³ach, trzeba by³o polec… 10 imp dla Eko-
-Alu. A wystarczy³o zatrzymaæ siê w szlemi-
ku, aby zarobiæ tyle samo…

„Pierwsza dwunastka pó³fina³owego meczu
Sygnity – Eko-Al, z której pochodz¹ powy¿-
sze rozdania, zakoñczy³a siê wynikiem 42-11
dla Sygnity. Ile z tej 31-punktowej przewagi
zdobyli Olañski–Starkowski w³asn¹ gr¹?
Oceñcie sami.

NN

SS
WW EE

♠D 9 8 3
♥W 6 5 4
♦W 9
♣8 6 3

♠W 2
♥D 10 7 2
♦K D 8 5 4 3
♣5

♠K 10 7 6 4
♥A
♦10 6 2
♣A KW 10

♠A 5
♥K 9 8 3
♦A 7
♣D 9 7 4 2

Rozd. 11
S, nikt


